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An interesting account of the discovery of the famous Abercius 
inscription in Phrygia is recently given by Professor W. M. Ramsay in 
the Sunday School Times. 

It is reported from Dr. Torrance, who is resident at Tiberias on the 
sea of Galilee, that a short time ago a great flight of locusts passed 
over that locality, the passage consuming the greater part of two days. 

Work has been resumed on the building of the railway from Acre 
to Damascus. Arnold F. Hills, of the Thames Iron Works, has charge 
of the construction. It is hoped that within a year the first section, of 
sixty-one miles, extending from Acre and Haifa to the river Jordan, 
will be ready for use. The excavations and cuttings incidental to the 
laying of the roadbed may result in some interesting discoveries. 

A third English edition, from a fourth German edition in 1897, 
has been recently published of the Baedeker Guide to Palestine and 
Syria. The previous edition was only four years old, but the changes 
and discoveries, and increase of information, are so frequent that this 
revision seemed called for. The editor of this edition is Dr. E. Ben- 
zinger, who also prepared the former one. Some minor inaccuracies 
of the Guide are noted in the Revue biblique for April by Fr. H. Vin- 
cent, of Jerusalem, who characterizes the work as of the highest 
value. 

The annual meeting of the American Bible Society was held in 
New York last month. The report for the past year showed the receipts 
to have been $370,084, the disbursements $366,529. The society pub- 
lished during the year 1,380,892 copies of the Bible, or portions of the 
Bible, more than half of them going to other lands. The printing plant 
has been enlarged to the capacity of 5,000 volumes daily. Among the 
new issues are a duodecimo Portuguese Bible, the gospels and Acts in 
Spanish (translated from the Revised Version), and the New Testament 
and Psalms in the language of the Marshall Islands. 

The able Roman Catholic journal of France, the Revue biblique, 
notes that Plummer's International Critical Commentary on Luke has 
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gone into a second edition, and praises it as "the best and most con- 
servative commentary which Protestants have produced." Some excep- 
tions to the findings of the author are, however, taken, as when Dr. 
Plummer advocates the view that the brethren of Jesus were his true 
brothers — a view which is, of course, in conflict with the Roman Catho- 
lic doctrine of the perpetual virginity of Mary. Mention is made of 
the fact that Dr. Plummer refers frequently to the Catholic commenta- 
tors, with the exception of Knabenbauer, who equally deserved such 
recognition. 

The most extended discussion for some years of the subject of 
primitive Christian glossolalia is contributed by Dr. C. Clemen, of Halle, 
to the Expository Times for May. The article is entitled, " The Speak- 
ing with Tongues of the Early Christians." The conclusion at which 
the author arrives is that which has now been adopted by scholars gen- 
erally, that this tongue-speaking was an ecstatic, unintelligible utterance, 
the manifestation of an overflowing spirit-possession, a phenomenon 
akin to the ecstasies of the priests of pagan religions, and useful to the 
primitive Christians as a religious experience and sign. Dr. Clemen 
thinks that the tongue-speaking did not continue to the end of the apos- 
tolic age, and that before the Acts was written the exact knowledge of 
what the phenomenon was had so far been lost that it could be regarded 
as a speaking in foreign languages. 

The fact has been commented upon that Sheldon's readable, 
instructive, and inspiring little book entitled, In His Steps; or, What 
would Jesus Do?, has found a prodigious sale in England, and is recon- 
structing religious opinion among the people. The tone and lesson 
of the book are anti-ecclesiastical, and its effect is causing consternation 
in church circles. A reply to Sheldon's book has been written by a 
Mr. H. D. Brown, named What Christ Did. Copies of this book are 
being almost given away, and a frantic appeal is made that large sums 
be donated so that the work can be put gratis into many hands. After 
all, the instinct for essential truth is strongest among the common peo- 
ple. The present day demands simplicity and reality, in religion as in 
everything else. And the laymen are more appreciative of, and more 
willing for, a reconstruction of the religious system than are those who 
officially represent them. 

Dr. Conrad Schick has prepared a plan and description of the 
most recent discoveries at Jacob's Well, which will be published soon in 
the Quarterly Statement of the Palestine Exploration Fund. In the 
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April number of the Statement the same writer shows the recent origin 
and the error of the idea that Jesus entered Jerusalem, on his triumphal 
entry, by way of the present " Double Gate," or, as it is sometimes 
called, the " Huldah Gate." It was so stated to the German emperor 
on his late visit to Palestine. But it must be counted certain that Jesus 
entered the city on that occasion by the East Gate, now called the 
"Golden Gate." This has been the view uniformly held by all Chris- 
tian tradition. The other view originated with Dr. Sepp in his book, 
Jerusalem una 1 das heilige Land, published in 1873. The reason given 
was that the ascent to the East Gate was "too rugged and bold" for 
his entrance that way. But this is not the case. In the same issue Dr. 
Schick gives an interesting account of the preparations which were 
made for the visit of the emperor to Jerusalem in the way of repair- 
ing the roads, making carriage ways, setting up telegraph lines, and 
adorning the city with flags and other decorations. He states that 
before the arrival of the imperial party the many beggars of the city 
were collected and sent by escorts to villages at some distance from 
Jerusalem. 



